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 L E T ’ S   T A L K 

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM SUNDAY 
Words from Sunday’s Meeting 
I saw a picture of a busy bazaar/market in city centre filled with shouts, noise, chaos. Then I 
saw a King's procession coming through and all went quiet when the trumpets sounded. Felt 
God was saying his voice silences all other voices and He will make sure he is heard in the 
midst of chaos. 
 
Psalms 29:3-4  
Psalms 24:9-10  

Acts  :  B U T   T H E   C H U R C H   P R A Y E D 

You can either use this for personal application of Sunday’s message or  

as part of your preparation for HomeGroup this week. 

September 6 - September 12 

               LET’S GO DEEPER 
Acts 12  
This week we looked at the amazing account of Peters escape from prison with the help of the 
angel. The key was 12:5 “But the church earnestly prayed for him.” 

Though our focus was on corporate prayer, all aspects of prayer are vital. With that in mind the 
intention of these next 4 weeks of Let’s Talk is to form a help guide on Prayer. The early disciples 
of Jesus were devoted to prayers and they present a challenging example for us today.  
 
It’s doubtful whether there is any Christian who has not found it difficult to pray, even many 
times. Very few people would feel comfortable joining the word ‘devoted’ to their prayer  
experiences. Let us change that!  

There is a difference between knowing about prayer and actually praying. What we learn about 
prayer in Scripture is written to help us to actually pray. For the majority of Christians their 
knowledge of prayer outweighs their actual prayer.  

“Prayer is the measure of the man spiritually, in a way that nothing else is,  
so that how we pray is as an important a question as we can ever face.” – J.I. Packer  

The hope is that you will be informed about prayer and its many aspects to get you to feel more 
comfortable, challenged and eager to actually pray, and pray with more joy, depth, pleasure, 
power, regularity and freedom!  

For this reason, it is being broken into these 4 parts… 
  Part One: What is Prayer? 
  Part Two: Learning to Pray  
  Part Three: Considerations in Praying  
  Part Four: Practicals 
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 L E T ’ S   T A L K 
Part One 

What is Prayer?  

Christian prayer is communication with a personal God.  

Jeremiah 9 : 23 - 24 
Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the 
mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let 
him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am 
the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the 
earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.”  

 

God wants to be known. He wants to be in a personal relationship with us. He says 
that our joy and sense of accomplishment in life ought to come not from our posses-
sions or abilities but from knowing Him.  

 John 17 : 3 
 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ  
 whom you have sent.  

Knowing God is the promise of the New Covenant.  

Hebrews 8 : 11  
 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbour and each one his brother,  
 saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them  
 to the greatest.  

 

It would not be wrong to say that a first-hand relationship with God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit is the greatest of all things in the Christian life. Our 
prayer is, simply put, about talking with God (talking with, not talking to!) – the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; the creator God; the Lord of all who is also to be the 
Lord our Father, the Lord our friend.  

When Gods speaks of having given us the ability to know Him personally we should 
notice that He is also expressing His desire for our company. God likes your company.  
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R.T. Kendall says:  
 “I cannot imagine a greater motivation to pray than that God enjoys having me 
 In His presence. He enjoys my company. He delights in listening to me! He 
 doesn’t get bored with my repeated requests. He doesn’t moralise me if I get it 
 wrong with what I ask for. He doesn’t laugh at me if I put out silly, even  
 impertinent questions. He never makes me feel stupid. There is no rejection,   
 only total acceptance”.  

 

Exodus 33 : 11  
 “Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks  
 to his friend.”  

 

You may say, “Well that was Moses! What about me?” Good question. God did enjoy 
Moses’ company; He enjoyed Abraham’s too. Remember Jesus says to the disciples 
in John 15:15 that, “I have called you friends.” What a compliment! The truth is that 
God feels the same way about Moses, Abraham and the disciples as He feels towards 
you. He wants to become our friends. His invitation is open; He expresses His desire 
for it and His affection towards us as much as He expresses His affection for Jesus 
(John 17:26). God likes our company and will enjoy as much time as you give Him.  

 

Don’t rush through this thought!  

 

Meditate and answer these questions before moving on:  

 1. Do you think you know more about God than you actually know Him?  
 2. Is there anything that makes you feel that God doesn’t enjoy your company?  
 3. Maybe you know that this is the goal of the Christian life, but why do you  
      think it quickly becomes about other matters? How could you remedy this?  

 

Why pray?  

This is a question that needs to be answered. Again however, the answers are not 
intended to fill the mind with facts. Far from that, the Bible reveals why we should 
pray so that we would be thoroughly encouraged to do it!  
 

Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:8 that, “the Father knows what we need before we  
ask Him”.  



 4 

And He also says in Mark 11:24, “I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that 
you have received it, and it will be yours”.  

A central reason for prayer is trust. Prayer expresses our trust in the Father.  
We are to trust that:  

1. He hears us. 
2. He cares about us.  
3. He will act for our good in response to our asking.  
 

When we pour ourselves out in prayer it shows that we believe in God’s character 
and in His person. It reveals all we think and feel about God.  

Another reason to pray is the point mentioned above. Relationship. God wants us to become 

personal friends with Him.  

And then He also wants us to be involved in matters that are of eternal importance.  

Asking “let your kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10) is giving us the opportunity to participate in 

God’s plan for the world.  

More reasons to pray  

1. Prayer changes the way God acts  

Consider the following three Scriptures:  
 2 Chronicles 7 : 14 ... if my people who are called by my name humble  
 themselves, and pray  and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
 will hear from heaven and will  forgive their sin and heal their land.  
 
 James 4 : 2 You do not have, because you do not ask.  
 
 Luke 11 : 9 – 10 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
 find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and 
 the one who seeks finds,  and to the one who knocks it will be opened.  

 

God acts when humans play their part. If we really believed that God does in fact do 
things when we ask and that He really does act when we call Him to do so, we would 
pray a lot more and much more confidently.  

2. Prayer does incalculable good for others 

  Acts 12 : 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made  
 to God by the church.  
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 Romans 10 : 1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that 
 they may be saved.  

When we pray for others, we are doing for them what cannot adequately be  
measured here on earth. God does act when we pray. Prayer for others is calling  
God into action on their behalf.  
 

3. Prayer will change us  

Prayer brings us into contact with God’s absolute power. Very few privileged people 
have access to those who can ‘make things happen’. God can make anything happen 
at any time! And we have access to Him and the right to bring every matter, in all its 
detail, to him in person. He runs the universe but is not too busy to listen to us. Pray-
er brings us into continual contact with the God of absolute power. It’s like having a 
personal line to the president, but more!  

There’s even more than that, though. When we pray, we must always be ready (and 
make ourselves ready) to hear God speak back. It’s in this speaking – when he en-
courages us and instructs us – that we will find ourselves changed in our obedience 
to Him.  

Jesus makes prayer powerfully effective.  

 1 Timothy 2 : 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God 
 and men, the man Christ Jesus.  

You may argue that anyone can pray and talk to God. This is true, but only God’s chil-
dren have the ability to be heard.  

 Jeremiah 29 : 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I 
 will hear you. 

Prayer - spending time growing our friendship with God – is life changing. Like any 
relationship it takes time to cultivate.  

 2 Corinthians 3 : 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
 Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
 another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  

 

Paul says that the ‘beholding of the Lord’s glory’ is part of what changes us from glory 
to glory. God’s glory is essentially his character, it’s the sum total of all that He is. So 
Paul is teaching here that when we gaze upon / watch / look at the character of the 
Lord, that changes us. When we get to understand and know God as He is, we be-
come more like Him. How wonderful! To be like God is sharing the same character 
traits as Him! What a motivation for prayer!  
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These are some introductory thoughts as to the “what and why” of prayer.  
I encourage you to slow down a little and consider the points carefully.  

 
Ask questions about thoughts on prayer, thoughts of God, motivations in life.  

 
Why do many people not pray?  
They fail at the point of motivation and forget the reasons for it, what it is and why  
it can be so wonderful. Or, and more sadly, they don’t want what is on offer – worldly 
things can become more important than godliness.  

But let that not be said of us!  

Please pray.  


